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SPONSOR 


In  the  fall  of  1993,  Citizens  for  Juvenile  Justice  commissioned 
the  John  W.  McCormack  Institute  of  Public  Affairs  at  the 
University  of  Massachusetts  to  study  public  attitudes  toward 
juvenile  crime  in  Massachusetts.  This  report  represents  the 
initial  phase  of  that  study  and  is  focused  on  the  attitudes  of 
registered  voters.  The  purpose  of  the  study  is  to  inform  the 
public  debate  concerning  the  need  to  restructure  the  juvenile 
justice  system. 
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METHODOLOGY 


The  following  data  summarize  findings  from  a  telephone  survey 
conducted  during  the  period  of  January  12,   1994  through  January 
20,   1994.   Interviews  were  conducted  by  professionally  trained 
interviewers  from  the  phone  center  at  the  Public  Affairs 
Research  Center,  Clark  University,  Worcester,  Massachusetts.  A 
random  digit  dial  sample  was  drawn  using  the  Waksberg  method. 
Quotas  were  met  for  sampling  location  and  gender.  Only 
registered  voters  were  interviewed.  A  random  respondent 
selection  was  used.  A  total  sample  of  407  was  achieved.  Results 
from  this  sample  can  be  interpreted  as  accurate  to  within  +/- 
5%  with  a  95%  level  of  confidence.  Respondent  cooperation, 
response  rate,  and  call  completion  were  satisfactory.  The 
sample  performed  within  expectations  for  a  RDD  sample. 
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INTRODUCTION 


This  analysis  is  a  briefing  document  designed  to  highlight  the 
most  noteworthy  statistics.  The  interpretive  theme  in  the 
analysis  is  solidly  supported  by  a  complete  reading  of  all  the 
data.  We  strongly  recommend  the  release  of  the  entire 
guestionnaire  and  suggest  that  the  media  be  allowed  direct 
access  to  the  data  at  Clark.  Clark  should  be  authorized  to 
provide  data  sub  sets  as  reguested  by  the  media  or  other 
researchers . 
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FEAR 


The  fear  of  crime  is  at  an  all  time  high  among  the  electorate- 
79%  of  the  sample  are  somewhat  or  very  concerned  about  being  a 
victim  of  crime.  This  is  off  the  charts,  as  high  as  any  numbers 
in  the  country. 

Almost  3  0%  of  the  voters  are  convinced  that  juvenile  crime  has 
increased  in  their  neighborhoods,  a  percentage  which  far 
exceeds  the  actual  crime  rise  anywhere.  This  corresponds  with 
3  0%  of  the  respondents  who  reported  that  they  themselves,  a 
relative,   friend  or  neighbor  had  been  a  victim  of  a  property  or 
violent  crime  committed  by  a  juvenile  and  34%  who  were  very 
concerned  about  becoming  a  victim. 

Democrats  are  more  fearful  than  Republicans  reflecting 
demographic,  rather  than  ideological,  trends  which  indicate 
that  those  earning  lass  than  $50,000  a  year  are  most  concerned 
with  crime.  The  young  are  as  concerned  as  the  old  and  high 
school  graduates  are  more  concerned  than  college  graduates. 

Voters  who  live  in  small  cities  express  the  most  concern  about 
being  a  victim  of  serious  crime,  with  those  who  live  inside 
route  128  next  and  rural  dwellers  the  least  concerned  (ONLY  51% 
of  rural  dwellers  are  concerned) . 
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REHABILITATION  NOT  PUNISHMENT-  Even  for  violent  juvenile 
offenders 

Despite  widespread  fear,   69%  of  the  electorate  believes  that 
the  purpose  of  the  juvenile  justice  system  is  rehabilitation, 
not  punishment.  This  is  noteworthy.  In  general,  national 
polling  figures  confirm  support  for  juvenile  rehabilitation 
but,  here  again,  Massachusetts  easily  tops  the  charts. 

Moreover,  74%  of  the  sample  did  not  know  if  Massachusetts  spent 
more  or  less  on  its  juvenile  justice  system  than  other  states. 
The  voting  public  is  unaware  of  the  relative  costs  of  the 
system-  they  do  not  know  that  Massachusetts  has  one  of  the  most 
cost  effective  juvenile  systems  in  the  country.  Yet,  by  48%  to 
3  6%  they  support  the  concept  that  spending  more  public  money 
would  improve  the  chances  of  rehabilitating,  even  violent, 
juvenile  offenders.  The  belief  in  rehabilitation  is 
substantial,  58%  of  the  respondents  opposed  the  use  of  the 
death  penalty  on  a  juvenile-  regardless  of  the  crime  committed. 

Similarly,  drug  use  was  considered  a  health  problem  by  45%  of 
the  sample  as  opposed  to  38%  that  considered  it  a  criminal 
problem  and  64%  of  the  voters  believe  that  drug  rehabilitation 
works  (there  is  a  split  on  the  issue  of  availability  with  41% 
agreeing  that  there  are  plenty  of  drug  treatment  facilities  and 
44%  believing  that  treatment  is  not  easily  available) . 
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A  SEPARATE  JUSTICE  SYSTEM  FOR  JUVENILES 


In  cases  of  property  crimes,   even  serious  property  crimes,  the 
public  expects  juveniles  to  be  charged  and  sentenced  completely 
within  the  context  of  a  juvenile  system,   61%  oppose  trying 
these  juveniles  as  adults  and  84%  do  not  support  sending  these 
juveniles  to  adult  prisons. 

In  cases  of  violence  and  drugs,   an  interesting  split  emerges 
that  underscores  the  survey's  findings.   In  instances  of  serious 
violent  crime  70%  of  the  sample  wanted  to  try  juveniles  as 
adults.  Similarly,  when  asked  about  drug  crimes,   67%  of  the 
sample  chose  to  try  juveniles  as  adults.  Clearly,  drug  and 
violent  crimes  are  considered  serious  problems,  and  voters  want 
them  addressed  appropriately.   Simply  put,   69%  of  the  sample 
considered  the  current  juvenile  justice  system  too  lenient;  44% 
wanted  first  time  violent  offenders  locked  up. 

Yet,  at  the  same  time  that  voters  wanted  juveniles  treated  more 
seriously  for  committing  certain  crimes,   64%  of  the  sample  did 
not  want  to  send  violent  offenders  to  adult  prison  and  68%  did 
not  want  to  send  drug  offenders  to  adult  prison.  Apparently, 
the  demand  is  for  the  juvenile  justice  system  to  take  violent 
and  drug  offenders  seriously,   sooner  rather  than  later.  It  is 
not  a  demand  to  treat  juveniles  as  adults.  Rehabilitative 
sentiment  is  strong  in  the  electorate.  It  is  reflected  in  the 
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public's  firm  support  of  a  separate  juvenile  justice  system  for 
juveniles.  It  is  also  reflected  in  the  public's  support  (50%  of 
the  respondents)   for  probation  or  a  juvenile  facility  not  under 
lock  and  key  for  first  time  violent  offenders.  This  is 
substantial  given  the  level  of  fear. 

The  message  is  twofold.   First,  property  crimes   (75%  of  DYS 
cases) ,  even  serious  property  crimes,  should  be  dealt  with  by 
means  of  restitution  and  education  in  a  structured  juvenile 
facility  not  under  lock  and  key.  Second,  treat  drug  and  violent 
offenders  seriously,  the  first  time,   in  structured  juvenile 
facilities,  some  under  lock  and  key,  that  emphasize  treatment. 
Precisely  the  Hogan  Commission  recommendations. 

TREATMENT-  Restitution  and  Education 

When  asked  to  establish  spending  priorities  for  the  juvenile 
justice  system  65%  of  the  voters  ranked  restitution  programs  as 
very  important,   55%  educational  programs,  and  3  3%  responded 
that  closely  supervised  small  group  homes  were  very  important. 
While  there  was  some  support  for  more  secure  facilities,  only 
24%  responded  that  a  return  to  reform  schools  was  very 
important,  and  only  21  %  thought  that  building  more  secure 
facilities  was  very  important.  Voters  are  frightened  but  they 
still  think  the  focus  of  a  juvenile  justice  system  should  be 
rehabilitation  not  confinement. 
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Probation  is  the  least  popular  solution,  52%  of  the  respondents 
do  not  believe  that  probation  prevents  future  crimes.  Probation 
is  not  a  programmatic  choice  of  voters. 

Massachusetts  voters  want  the  juvenile  justice  system  to 
develop  restitution  and  education  programs  for  the 
rehabilitation  of  juvenile  offenders,  even  drug  and  violent 
offenders. 

SUMMARY 

The  opportunity  for  change  in  the  juvenile  justice  system  is 
manifest.  The  voting  public  is  well  aware  of  the  problem,  and 
there  is  strong  support  for  rehabilitative  services,  but  any 
restructuring  effort  would  have  to  deal  seriously  with  violent 
offenders,  especially  first  time  violent  offenders. 

A  voter  supported  system  would  stress  security,  restitution  and 
education  in  a  structured  juvenile  facility  not  under  lock  and 
key. 

That  said,  the  demand  for  public  security  cannot  be 
underestimated.  The  number  of  respondents,   44%,  that  supported 
the  concept  of  secure  facilities  for  first  time  violent 
offenders  is  one  of  the  highest  retributive  figures  in  the 
survey  and  could  be  used  as  a  standard  indices  on  a  fear  of 
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crime  axis. 

Its  noteworthy  that  Governor  William  Weld's  performance  rating 
drops  dramatically  when  the  issue  is  juvenile  crime. 
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TABLE  I 


FEAR  OF  CRIME 

How  Gcncarned  are  you  about:  being  the  victim  of  a  serious  crime  of  any  type? 
Would  you  say  you  are  not  at  ail  concerned,  not  very  concerned,  somewhat 
concerned,   or  very  concerned? 
REHABILITATION  VERSUS  PUNISHMENT 

What  do  you  think  should  be  the  main  purpose  of  the  juvenile  justice  system, 
to  treat  and  rehabilitate  juveniles,   or  to  punish  them? 


TOTAL  SAHPL2 


FEAR  OF  CRIME 
very  &        not  very  4 
somewhat     not  at  all 
concerned  concerned 
78  22 


REHABILITATION  ^/ERSUS 

PUNISHMENT 
rehabil-  punish-  no  op 
itation    ment        dont  kn 
SB  14  17 


GENDER 


Women 

32 

18 

74 

12 

14 

Men 

74 

26 

64 

16 

21 

AGE 

18-29 

76 

24 

75 

13 

12 

30-39 

ai 

19 

74 

10 

16 

40-49 

77 

23 

77 

7 

16 

50-59 

86 

14 

63 

12 

2S 

SO  i  over 

72 

28 

58 

27 

16 

2DUCATI0M 

SO 

26 

24 

SqTI!^    col  l^CTe 

19 

72 

11 

College  grad 

77 

23 

72 

15 

14 

Post  grad 

76 

24 

79 

5 

15 

INCOME 

Less  than  $10K 

83 

17 

50 

13 

9 

SIO-  LT  20K 

76 

24 

52 

24 

24 

$20-  LT  30K 

76 

24 

65 

20 

14 

$30-  LT  40K 

8S 

15 

64 

17 

19 

$40-  LT  50K 

36 

24 

78 

10 

12 

$50-  LT  75K 

73 

27 

78 

11 

11 

S75X  and  over 

75 

25 

76 

8 

16 

RSQIOM 

Inside  12S 

79 

21 

53 

12 

20 

Small  cities 

85 

15 

70 

17 

14 

Western  Mass 

71 

29 

75 

13 

7 

Rest  of  state 

77 

23 

67 

13 

20 

PARTY  IDENTI7ICATI0K 

Democrat 

88 

12 

72 

17 

19 

Lean  Democrat 

76 

24 

75 

9 

17 

Independent /none 

73 

27 

52 

21 

27 

Lean  Republican 

75 

25 

75 

IS 

10 

Republican 

70 

30 

70 

12 

19 

Only  2  of  407  respondents  had  no  opinion  or  no  response  to  the  fear  of  crime 
question,   so  the  category  was  eleminated  from  this*  table 
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TABLE  2 


Voters  who  want  juveniles  tried  as  adults 
do  not  want  them  sent  to  adult  prison. 


Agree  or  disagree : 

Juveniles  who  are  charged  Agree 

with  a  serious  violent  crime 

should  be  tried  as  adults  Disagree 


Agree  or  disagree : 

Juveniles  convicted  of  these  crimes 
should  be  sent  to  adult  prison 

Agree         Disagree    No  opinion 

40%  55  5  100% 

99%  1  100% 


Juveniles  who  are  charged         Agree  34%  65  1  100% 

with  a  serious  property 

crime  should  be  tried  as  Disagree  4%  95  ♦  100% 

adults. 

♦  Less  than  .5% 
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TABLE  3 


Ranked  Vocer  Prsferencs  for  Spending  Priorities 

very  i  not  very  &        no  opinion 

somewhat        not  at  all        no  answer 
Rank  important      important  don' t  know 

1  programs  where  young  offenders 
work  to  repay  their  victims 

or  the  community  91  8  1 

2  programs  that  emphasize 

education  87  10  3 

3  closely  supervised  small 
group  homes  or  foster  homes 

in  the  community?  77  19  4 

4  large  training  or  "reform" 

schools  SI  34  5 

5  building  more  secure  facilities 

for  confinement  52  41  5 


(What  you  think   should  be  the   spending  priorities   for  the  people  who  r'dn 
juvenile  justice  system.   I'm  going  to  read  a  list  of  programs,   and  for  each 
if  you  think  it  should  be  a  VERY  IMPORTANT  SPENDING  PRIORITY,   SOMEWHAT  IMPORTA 
NOT  VERY  IMPORTANT,    OR  NOT  AT  ALL  IMPORTANT  AS  A  SPENDING  PRIORITY.) 
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TABLE  4 


Lictle  vocer  support  for  probation 


Probation  ia  a««n  a»  iii«£f active. 

Agree  or  disagree : 
Probation  helps  to  keep 
juveniles  from  committing 
more  crimes . 

Probation  recaivas  littla  support 
evan  for  first  violent  offandara: 

Please  tell  me  what  you  think 
would  be  the  appropriate  way 
to  deal  with  juveniles  who  are 
found  guilty  of  a  serious 
violent  crime  for  the  first  time. 


Agree         Disagree    Don't  know 
3S%  52  12 


Struct.  Res. 
Probation    probation  plac; 


7% 


27 


17 


Secure  Othe: 
facility  Dont 

44  5 


15 


f 


0 


0 


0 


0 


0 


MASTER  QUESTIONNAIRE 
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1.  Is  ycur  r.ame  on  the  list:  of  registered  voters  in  your  ccwn  or 
city  hall? 

100%  1.  ves 
2  .  r.c 

We'll  be  talking  about  juveniles,  aged  10-16,  who  have  broken  the 
law.  The  rna-or  part  of  the  juvenile  justice  system  is  a  special 
court,  called  juvenile  court,  different  from  adult  court,  which 
deals  with  ~hese  young  people. 

2.  What  do  you  think  should  be  the  main  purpose  of  the  juvenile 
justice  sys-em: 

69%     1.   to  treat  and  rehabilitate  juveniles, 
14       2 .   or  to  punish  them? 
14       3  .  both 

4.  Get  them  off  the  street   (accept  only  after  probing) 
3       5 .   Don' t  know 
1      6 .  No  answer 


3 .  At  what  age  do  you  think  a  person  accused  of  a  crime  should  be 
brought  before  an  adult  criminal  court  rather  than  a  juvenile 
court? 


1 .  Enter  age  

3%     2 .  No  separate  juvenile  court   (if  volunteered) 

21      3  .  Don' t  l-cnow 

8       6.  NA 


% 

AGE 

a, 

0 

AGS 

2 

10 

3 

15 

0 

11 

26 

IS 

3 

12 

6 

17 

3 

13 

13 

13 

5 

14 

1 

19 

2 

21 

4.  Now  I  would  like  to  ask  you  about  serious  juvenile  crime  in  your 
neighborhood,  crimes  such  as  burglary,  breaking  and  entering, 
assault  with  a  weapon,  murder,  or  rape.  Would  you  say  that  in  the 
last  three  years  the  amount  of  serious  crime  committed  in  your 
neighborhood  by  juveniles  aged  10-16  has  increased,  scayed  the 
same,   or  decreased? 


29% 

1 . 

Increased 

51 

2  . 

Stayed  the  same 

5 

3  . 

Decreased 

5 

4  . 

Have  noc  lived  here  for  three  years 

7 

5  . 

Don' t  know 

3 

6  . 

No  answer 
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5  .   /7ha~  vcu  z'r.LrJK  shcuid  be  che  spending  priorities  for  the  people  wnz 
run  the  juvenile  ]ustice  system.    I'm  going  to  read  a  list  of  programs, 
and  f^r  each  ask  if  ycu  think  it  should  be  a  VERY  IMPORTANT  SPENDING 
PRIORITY,    SCME:vKAT  IMPORTANT,    NOT  VERY  IMPORTANT,    OR  NOT  AT  ALL 

importa:tt  as  a  spending-  priority. 


REPEAT  RESPONSES  AS  NECESSARY) 


VERY 
IMP  . 


SOMEWT     not  very     NOT  AT 


impor: 


IMPORT 


ALL  IMP.   OP  in: 


3A.   ipena  money  on 
closely  supervised  small 
group  homes  or  fos-er  homes 
that  enable  juveniles  to 

remain  in  their  community?  33%  44 

53.   Spend  money  on  community 

programs  that  emphasize 

education  to  juveniles  who 

break  the  law?  5  5%         3  2 
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SC.   Spend  money  on  programs 
where  young  offenders  can 
work  to  repay  their  victims 
or  the  communitv? 


65: 


26 


5D .   Spend  money  on  building  more 
secure  facilities  for  the 
confinemenc  of  juvenile 
offenders?  21- 


33 


28 


13 


5E .   Spend  money  for  large 
training  or  "reform"  schools? 


23' 


33 


22 


12 


6 .  Do  you  think  drug  use ,   as  opposed  to  drug  dealing,  by 
juveniles  aged  10-15  should  be  considered  a  health  problem  or  a 
criminal  problem? 

45%  1.  Health  problem 

3  8  2.  Criminal  problem 

14  2  3oth  criminal  and  health 

2  4 .  Don' t  know 

1  5 .  No  answer 
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7.  Please  "ell  me  whether  you  agree  or  disagree  with  each  of  "he 
follcwing  scacemencs,   or  if  you  have  no  opinion. 

I?  AGREE  OR  DISAGREE,   ASK:   Would  you  say  you  agree/disagree 

STRONGLY? 


7A.  There  are  plenty  of  drug 
rehabilitation  ser-/ices 
available  to  those  juveniles 

I  hem. 


STRONG 
AGREE 


IS- 


AGREE 


23 


DIS-       STRONG  DK/NO 
AGREE     DISAGR  OPINION 


26 


18 


17 


7B 


3uven:i^e  wno  is  chargea 


witn  seizing  large  amounts  ot 
illegal  drugs  should  be  tried 
as  an  adult. 


70.   Juveniles  who  are  convic 
of  selling  large  amounts  of 
illegal  drugs  should  be  sent  to 
adult  orisons . 


38^ 


13' 


29 


13 


20 


35 


33 


7D .  Drug  rehabilitation 
doesn' t  work . 


15 


41 


22 


18 


7E.   Probation  helps  to  keep 
juveniles  from  committing 
more  crimes . 


30 


31 


21 


12 


7F .  The  juvenile  justice 
system  is  too  lenient  with 
juveniles . 

7G.  Massachusetts  spends  more 
than  other  states  on  juvenile 
justice . 


34' 


35 


10 


14 


16 


75 


8.  The  next  few  questions  are  about  juveniles  aged  10-16  who  commit 
serious  violent  crimes  such  as  murder,   rape,   armed  robbery,   and  assau 
with  a  weapon.    In  the  past  year,   have  you,   a  neighbor,   a  friend,   or  a 
relative  been  a  victim  of  a  serious  violent  crime,    such  as  murder,  ra 
armed  robbery,   or  assault  with  a  weapon  committed  by  a  juvenile? 

8  %  1 .  Yes 
91       2 .  No 
1       3  .   Don' t  know 


19 
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9.   Please  cell  me  whac  you  chink  would  be  the  appropriace  way  to  deal  with 
juveniles  who  are  found  guilty  of  a  serious  violent  crime  for  the  first  time 


7  %  1.   Probacion,   which  includes  paying  for  damage  and  community  service. 
27       2.   Highly  structured  probacion,   which  includes  regular  supervision  by 

probacion  officer  in  a  treatment:  facility. 
17       3 .   Residential  placement  out  of  the  community  but  not  under  lock  and 

key,   such  as  a  group  home. 
44       4.   Secure  juvenile  facility  under  lock  and  key. 

1  5 .   Adul"  prison 

2  6 .   Warn  and  release 

3  7 .  Other 

3.   Don't  know/  no  opinion 

10  .  Please  tell  me  if  you  agree  or  disagree  with  each  of  the  f ollowin 
statements,   or  if  you  have  no  opinion: 

IF  AGREE  OR  DISAGREE,   ASK:  Would  you  say  you  agree/disagree  STRONGLY? 


STRONG 
AGREE 


AGREE 


DIS-       STRONG  DK/NO 
AGREE     DISAGR  OPINION 


lOA.  Juveniles  who  are  charged 
with  a  serious  violent  crime 
should  be  tried  as  adulcs. 


43' 


27 


14 


10 


IQB.  Juveniles  should  be  sent 
to  adult  prisons  for  committing 
serious  violent  crime.  17- 


12 


36 


29 


IOC.  Spending  more  money  will  not 
improve  the  chances  of  rehab- 
ilitating violent  juveniles.  12% 


24 


37 


12 


16 


lOD.  Regardless  of  the  crime,  a 
juvenile  should  never  be 
sentenced  to  death.  31% 


27 


25 


lOE.  Juveniles  caught  carrying  a 
gun  should  be  subject  to  a 
one  year  mandatory  jail 

sentence.  29%  27  28  10  7 

11.  The  next  few  questions  are  about  juveniles  aged  10-15  who  commit 
serious  prooertv  crimes  such  as  burglary,   breaking  and  entering,  aut 
theft,   or  malicious  destruction  of  property.    In  the  past  year,  have 
a  neighbor,    a  friend  or  relative  been  a  victim  of  a  serious  property 
crime  committed  by  a  juvenile? 

2  6  %  1.  Yes 
72       2.  No 
3       3 .   Don' t  know 
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12.  Please  lell  ne  if  you  agree  or  disagree  wich  each  of  the  followir. 
stacerTiencs ,    or  if  ycu  have  no  opinion: 

Ir  AGREE   jR  DISAGREE,   ASK:   Would  you  say  you  agree/disagree  STRONGLY? 

STRONG  DIS- 
AGREE      AGREE  AGREE 

12A.   Juveniles  who  are  charged 
wich  a  serious  property  crime 

should  be  -r^ed  as  adults.  15%  20  46 


STRONG  DK/NO 
DISAGR  OPINION 


1 


123.   Juveniles  should  be  sent  to 
adult  prisons  for  committing 

serious  property  crimes.  5%  9  42  42  3 

12C.   Serious  juvenile  offenders 
should  always  be  sent  to 

secure  facilities.  24%  38  26  6  6 

12D.   Juveniles  should  not  be 
allowed  to  purchase  or  own 

a  hand  g-an."  8  7%  9  1  2  1 


13 .  How  concerned  are  you  about  becoming  the  victim  of  serious  crime 
any  type?     Would  you  say  you  are  not  at  all  concerned,   not  very 
concerned,    somewhat  concerned,   or  very  concerned? 


6  % 

Nou  at  all  concerned 

IS 

2  . 

Not  very  concerned 

44 

Scmewhau  concerned 

34 

4  . 

Ve2r/  concerned 

.  2 

5  . 

Don' t  know 

6  . 

No  answer 

Now  I'd  like  to  turn  to  some  general  questions  about  state  government 
and  politics  . 

14.  First,  how  much  attention  would  ycu  say  you  pay  to  state  governme 
in  Boston, 

14%     1.  A  great  deal 
38       2.   Quite  a  bit 
41       3 .   A  little 

6       4 .   or  No  attention  at  all 

.2     5.   Don't  know/  No  answer 
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you  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  way  William  Weld  is  handling  h 
Governor? 

IF  APPROVE /DISAPPROVE,  ASK: 

Would  you  say  you  STRONGLY  APPROVE /DISAPPROVE? 
10%     1.   Strongly  approve 
5  0       2 .  Approve 
16       3 .  Disapprove 
7       4 .   Strongly  Disapprove 

6  5 .  Neither 

7  G  .   Don' t  know 
4       7 .   No  answer 
1       a .  Refused 


16 .  Do  you  approve  or  disapprove  of  the  way  Governor  Weld  is  handling 
juvenile  crime? 

IF  APPROVE/DISAPPROVE,  ASK: 

Would  you  say  you  STRONGLY  APPROVE /DISAPPROVE? 


4  % 

1 , 

Strongly  approve 

26 

2  . 

Approve 

18 

3  . 

Disapprove 

5 

4  . 

Strongly  Disapprove 

2 

5  . 

Neither 

37 

S  . 

Don ' t  know 

6 

7  . 

No  answer 

1 

8  . 

Refused 

17.  Now  Im  going  to  read  you  a  list  of  public  officials  and  after  each 
name  you  please  tell  me  if  you  generally  have  a  VERY  FAVORABLE, 
favorable",   UNFAVORABLE,   OR  VERy" UNFAVORABLE     opinion  of  that  person,  c 
if  you  never  heard  the  name.     First  name  is 


Very 

f avorble 

f avorble 

Un- 
f avorble 

Very 
unf  av 

Never 
heard 

No 
op; 

17A. 

Edward  Kennedy 

13% 

51 

20 

10 

1 

6 

17B. 

William  Weld 

10% 

59 

17 

4 

1 

7 

17C. 

Mark  Roosevelt 

1% 

15 

3 

1 

5  5 

17 

17D. 

Paul  Cellucci 

3% 

47 

14 

2 

16 

20 

17E. 

William  Bulger 

2% 

25 

26 

17 

16 

14 

17F. 

Janet  Jegailian 

1% 

•  ^ 

5 

1 

55 

22 

17G. 

John  Lakian 

t  ?- 

^  0 

10 

11 

2 

55 

21 

15.  Do 

j  ob  as 
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18.  Recently  -here's  been  a  lot  of  talk  about  the  state  helping  to  pay  to  bull- 
a  domed  sports  arena  m  Boston  called  Megaplex.     It  would  house  the  New  Englanc 
Patriots  football  team  and  be  a  Ma] or  convention  facility.     How  informed  would 
you  say  you  are  about  this  proposal,   would  you  say  you 


19  = 
53 
22 
5 
1 
1 
1 


Very  well  informed 

Somewhat  informed 

Not  very  well  informed 

Or  that  you've  not  heard  about  the  proposal? 
Not  sure 
Don ' t  know 
No  answer 


19A.   Some  people  thing  the  Megaplex  is   important  enough  to  the  region' s  econcm- 
that  the  state  should  use  tax  dollars  to  help  finance  the  project.     Do  you 
agree  or  disagree  that  state  tax  dollars  should  be  used  to  finance  the 
Megaplex,   or  is  that  something  you  don't  have  an  opinion  about? 
I?  AGREE /DISAGREE,  ASK: 

Would  you  say  you  strongly  agree/disagree? 


4  V 

1 

X  . 

Strongly  agree 

17 

2  . 

Agree 

26 

3  . 

Disagree 

41 

4  . 

Strongly  disagree 

10 

5  . 

Don't  have  an  opinion 

2 

6  . 

Not  sure 

2 

1  . 

No  answer 

19 .  Another  proposal  is  to  expand  legalized  gambling  and  use  money  from  that  t 
finance  Megaplex.     Do  you  agree  or  disagree  with  the  proposal  to  expand 
legalized  gambling  and  use  the  money  to  finance  Megaolex? 
I?  AGREE/DISAGREE,  ASK: 

Would  you  say  you  strongly  agree/disagree? 

16%     1.   Strongly  agree 

23       2 .  Agree 

22       3 .  Disagree 

33       4 .   Strongly  disagree 

4       5.   Don't  have  an  opinion 

2       6 .   Not  sure 

1      7 .   No  answer 
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20.   Do  you  favor  or  oppose  the  new  state  law  which  requires  the  use  of 
automobile  seanbelts,   or  is  than  something  you  do  not  have  an  opinion  about? 
I?  FAVOR/OPPOSE,  ASK: 

Would  you  say  you  strongly  favor/oppose? 


3  7% 

Strongly  favor 

23 

2  . 

Favor 

12 

3  . 

Oppose 

17 

4  . 

Strongly  oppose 

5 

5  . 

Do  not:  have  an  opinion 

1 

5  . 

Not:  sure 

2 

7  . 

No  answer 

d  like  to  ask  you  about  a  proposal  to  change  the  snace  income  tax. 
al  IS  to  increase  the  taxes  of  the  richest  10%  of  taxpayers,  decre 
of  che  other  90%,  and  keep  government:  seirvices  at:  the  current:  leve 
favor  or  oppose  such  a  proposal? 

I?  FAVOR/OPPOSE,  ASK: 

Would  you  say  you  strongly  favor/oppose? 


26% 

1 . 

Strongly  favor 

34 

2  . 

Favor 

18 

3  . 

Oppose 

11 

4  . 

Strongly  oppose 

5 

5  ^ 

Do  noc  have  an  opini 

3 

6  . 

Not  sure 

7  . 

No  answer 

22.  How  about  the  people  who  made  such  a  proposal,  would  you  st:rongly  suppor 
them,  give  them  some  support,  oppose  chem,  or  strongly  oppose  them,  or  would 
you  noc  get:  envolved  in  the  issue? 


13% 

]_  _ 

strongly  support 

36 

2  . 

Some  support 

10 

3  . 

Oppose 

5 

4  . 

Strongly  oppose 

29 

5  . 

Not  get  envolved 

4 

6  . 

Depends  on   

2 

7  . 

Not  sure/  Don't  know 

3 

a . 

No  answer 

Now  just  a  few  more  question  so  we  can  classify  you  answers. 

23  .   Sex   (by  obser^/at:icn) 

49%     1.  Male 
51       2 .  Female 


2 1 .   Now  I ' 
The  propos 
the  taxes 
Would  you 
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24.   Which  of  Che  following  best  describes  where  your  home  is  located:   a  large 


city, 

a 

suburb  of  a  large 

city,   a  medi" 

or  a 

ru 

ral  area? 

14% 

1 . 

Large  city 

28 

2  . 

Small  or  medium  si 

zed  city 

35 

3  . 

Small  "own 

7 

4  . 

Rural  area 

1 

5  . 

Don' t  know 

16 

6  . 

Suburb  of  a  large 

city 

25  .  I 

n 

politics  "oday,  do 

you  consider 

Independent,   or  something 

else? 

3  2% 

1 . 

Democrat 

11 

2  . 

Republican 

51 

3  . 

Independent 

5 

4  . 

Something  else 

1 

5  . 

Refused 

1 

6  . 

Don ' t  know 

IF  INDEPENDENT,    SOMETHING  ELSE,    REFUSED,   DON'T  KNOW,  ASK: 

26.   Do  you  lean  more  toward  che  Democratic  or  Republican  party? 

44%     1.  Democrat 

27       2 .  Republican 

29       3  .  Neither 

27.  Are  you  white,  African-American,  Latino,  Native  American,  Asian  or 
something  else? 


90% 

1  . 

Whits 

3 

2  . 

African -American 

1 

3  . 

Latino 

1 

4  . 

Native  American 

1 

5  . 

Asian 

2 

^ 

o  . 

Other 

3 

7  . 

Don' t  know 

3  . 

No  answer 

28  . 

Whi 

ch  of  the  followi 

3% 

1  _ 

13-24 

a 

2  . 

25-29 

24 

3  . 

30-39 

24 

4  . 

40-49 

12 

5  . 

50-59 

22 

5  . 

6  0  or  over 

7  . 

Don ' t  know 

T 

3  . 

No  answer 

LESPONSES 
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29.  Whac  13  zr.e  lasc  grade  of  school  or  year  of  college  that  you  have 
come le ted? 


2% 

less  man  high  school 

20 

<i  . 

Hign  school  graduate 

23 

3  . 

Some  college 

26 

4  . 

College  graduate 

^  ..J 

^'~'c;r    "T"*"^ di  1 3 r 

_    ^  O  ^        ^  ~             LI  CI  W  w 
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o  . 

O            •  1  C 
-WW—   -*  J  C  ^ 

. 
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30  . 

How 

often  do  you  listen  to  talk 

28% 

Every  day 

13 

2  . 

A  couple  of  time  a  week 

T  -I 
J  X 

3  . 

Once  m  a  while 

0  1 

4  . 

Never 

5  . 

Refused 

1 
X 

S  . 

Don' t  know 

No  answer 

-J  T 

T  JT 

you  added  together  the  yearl 

who 

were  living  at  home  last  year, 

6% 

1 . 

Less  than  $10 ,000 

7 

2  . 

Between  310,000  and  320,000 

12 

3  . 

Between  320,000  and  330,000 

15 

4  . 

Between  $30,000  and  $40,000 

15 

Between  34  0,000  and  $50,000 

19 

6  . 

Between  $50,000  and  375,000 

19 

More  than  $75,000 

3 

a . 

Net  sure/  Don't  know 

5 

9  _ 

Refused 

That  was  the  lasc  question.     Thank  ycu  for  your  help 
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